ILC NEWS from Tohoku
-brought to you by the Tohoku ILC Promotion CouncilHere's the latest news about the local effort for the ILC in Tohoku (northeastern Japan)

The Tohoku ILC Promotion Council visits with
the national government to urge them to build
the ILC
On December 21st, the Tohoku ILC Promotion Council visited with the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), and the Cabinet Office to urge them to support the ILC in
Japan.
The delegation was made up of Hiroaki Takahashi (honorary chairman of the
Tohoku Economic Federation), Iwate Governor Takuya Tasso, Miyagi Governor
Yoshihiro Murai, Ichinoseki Mayor Osamu Katsube, Oshu Mayor Masaki
Ozawa, Kunihisa Yamura (chair of the Iwate ILC Promotion Council), Atsuto
Suzuki (president of Iwate Prefectural University), and Hon. Shunichi Suzuki
(vice-chair of the Federation of Diet Members for the ILC, House of
Representatives Iwate 2nd district). At the LDP party headquarters in
Nagatacho, Tokyo, they handed their petition to Hon. Katsunobu Kato,
chairperson of the General Council.

Read More

Minister of MEXT says they will pay close
attention to international trends – the national
government to make a decision on the ILC in
2019
The national government’s decision on hosting the ILC has been pushed to
2019. At his December 28th press conference, the last the of year, Hon.
Masahiko Shibayama, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) said, “There is no change to the situation (of us
deliberating on the ILC). We will pay close attention to international trends as
we think about our future response.”

Read More

270 million yen allotted for ILC-related items in
national budget for FY2019
The national government released their budget for fiscal year 2019 on
December 21st. Within, 270 million yen was allotted for technology
development costs associated with the ILC. Joint research will also continue
with the US on reducing the costs associated with advanced accelerators. The
amount was 10 million yen more than the original budgetary request, which
takes into account the estimated raise in consumption tax (to go into effect in
2019).

Read More

“I am certain we can move forward”
Prof. Satoru Yamashita talks about his predictions for the
national government’s decision at a seminar in Ichinoseki
A seminar on the latest goings-on of the ILC was held by the Ichinoseki
Chamber of Commerce at the Bellino Hotel in Yamanome, Ichinoseki. There,
Prof. Satoru Yamashita (specially-appointed professor at the International
Center for Elementary Particle Physics of the University of Tokyo) said he
believed there would be a step forward by the national government in time for
the March 7th deadline for a decision on the ILC.

Read More

Iwate Nippo’s Survey on local interest in the ILC
– 62% of respondents interested in the project,
and 32% hope for a jobs increase
Iwate Nippo conducted their 2018 survey of what Iwate residents think about
the prefectural government, and within, 62% of respondents answered that they
were interested in the ILC project. Nippo has asked this question every year
since 2012, and in each of those seven years, the response was in the 60th
percentile. This year showed a 1.6 point decrease from last year. International
researchers are calling on the Japanese government to make their intentions
on the ILC known by March 7th, 2019, so interest in the government’s decision
will only grow from here.

Read More

TOHOKU Pacific Coast,
How you enjoy your trip is up to you

“TOHOKU Pacific Coast” refers to the eastern coastal area of Tohoku , Japan. The
area was extensively damaged due to the tsunami caused by the Great East Japan
Earthquake in 2011. However, it has overcome this adversity and is once again
gaining attention as a sightseeing spot that once attracted tourists from all over due
to its flourishing wildlife and delicious seafood. Be moved by its natural beauty, and
learn of the terrible power of the tsunami. Fill your appetite with fresh seafood and

have fun at the sea. Come in contact with the lives of the locals, and come to know
not only their kindness but resilience as well.

About Tohoku ILC Promotion Council
This conference, consisting of industry, academic, and government
representatives, has been established to promote basic scientific research and
to deepen the understanding of the International Linear Collider, as well as to
research and maintain the environment during ILC installation.
http://www.tohoku-ilc.jp/en
That's the news for this month! As always, feel free to send us any questions
about local activities for the ILC, life in the region, or about working in Japan.
Best wishes,
The Tohoku ILC Promotion Council
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